i4                THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
Pilsudski thought a more thorough reform necessary. The regime
tried to work with the Seym, but found it impossible. For several
years the Government Block promoted plans for a new Constitu-
tion in accordance with the Marshal's views of what Poland
needed, but success was achieved only in April 1935, two or
three weeks before he died. The new Constitution is so largely a
distinctively Polish product that it is almost impossible to com-
pare it with other Constitutions having a different history and
environment. No doubt its passing into law was a great satisfac-
tion to the dying Marshal; it remains his chief legacy to Poland
in the domestic sphere. The continued financial and economic
crisis must have weighed upon him, but he was neither a financier
nor an economist: the regime did what it could, but Poland was
held in chains by the world depression like other States, though
she stood up to it better than most.
In the history of our time Marshal Pilsudski is and will always
be one of its greatest men. Of the innumerable tributes paid to
him after his death perhaps the most fitting, because in brief
compass the most complete, was that sent by King George V of
England to President Moscicki, for it spoke of the "great qualities
of" Pilsudski's "leadership, both as soldier and statesman,"
which were "devoted so unsparingly to his country's service."
Pilsudski was indeed a soldier of genius and a great statesman too.
Headed "Poland after Pilsudski," the last chapter of this book
gives an account of what occurred after the Marshal's passing up
to the time when General Rydz-Smigly, by the wish of President
Moscicki, was recognized as Pilsudski's successor; in all, about
fourteen months. These saw a General Election under the new
Constitution and its dependent Electoral Laws, and the assembly
of a new Parliament under a new Government, concentrating its
efforts on solving the national financial and economic crisis,
rather than on political affairs. A feature was the dissolution of
the Government Block. During those months Poland played a
full part in international affairs, justifying her claim to be con-
sidered a bulwark of Western civilization and a powerful factor
making for the equilibrium of Europe and the peace of the world.
This book, as did the former, aims at presenting a consecutive